Samiha Ayverdi

Biography

Sdmiha Ayverdi was born in 1905 in Istanbul, to Mediha Hanim and Miralay ismail Hakki Bey. The
family bestowed upon their daughter the name "Sdmiha," meaning "generous and open-handed."
Sdmiha Ayverdi spent her childhood in historical districts of Istanbul, primarily in Sehzadebasi. She
began her education at the age of five, attending a neighborhood school. Later, she continued her
education at Siileymaniye inas Numune Mektebi and graduated in 1921. Her further education was
private. Ayverdi, who was proficient in French, has one daughter and two grandchildren.

Sdmiha Ayverdi, who published her first book in 1938, is one of the prolific authors of the Republican
era literature, known as "velid," meaning "prolific and frequent." It can be said that death did not
stop Sdmiha Ayverdi from producing works. With over forty works to her name, Ayverdi's writings
produced during her lifetime are still being published by the Ayverdi Institute established after her
passing. Ayverdi began her literary career by writing novels and stories, and continued with works of
historical and social content, such as biographies, memoirs, letters, and articles.

In Ayverdi's works, there are three main themes drawn from her life: "Sufism, historical consciousness
and civilization construction, Istanbul." In her novels and stories, Ayverdi focuses on human and
existential subjects, making Sufi thought the subject of literary works for the first time in Turkish
literature after the Tanzimat period. In her memoirs, history, research, articles, essays, and letters,
she addresses the great civilization established by our nation under the name of the Ottoman Empire,
Istanbul, which encompasses all the elements of this civilization, and the contradictions of civilization
we faced at the end of the 19th and in the 20th century, and their effects on the Turkish nation. She
discusses ideas of preserving the lost values of our history and culture, fortifying against challenges,
and forming a new synthesis. Istanbul, narrated by many authors in Turkish literature, holds such an
important place in her works that it earns her the title of "the writer of Istanbul."

Sdmiha Ayverdi, whose language and style are noted for their excellence, is considered to provide
some of the finest examples of Turkish and Istanbul Turkish. This aspect of her writing has been
acknowledged in literary history.

Ayverdi not only served our cultural life with her books but also with her actions. She took the first
steps towards introducing and understanding Mevlana and Yunus Emre, the spiritual founders of our
civilization, to younger generations. She was one of the pioneers in initiating the Seb-i Arus
Ceremonies in 1954 and ensured the distribution of the first poetry and hymn cassettes of Yunus
Emre's poems. She was one of the first to implement important projects for the revival of traditional
arts such as illumination and calligraphy. Ayverdi, who has contributed to many beneficial endeavors
for Turkish culture and civilization, planted trees on Fevzipasa Street in Fatih and in what is now
known as Koyunbaba Park in Fatih, and supervised their care with the youth in the area. She actively
participated in the establishment and activities of various associations and foundations such as the
Istanbul Conquest Society, Yahya Kemal Institute, Kubbealti Academy Culture and Art Foundation,
and the Turkish Women's Culture Association.



She has also been awarded numerous awards. Some of these include the "Language Award of the
Year" given by the Turkey Writers Union in 1988 for her memoir book "Hey Gidi Giinler Hey"; the
"Outstanding Service Gratitude Certificate" awarded by the Prime Ministry Family Research
Institution in 1990; and the "Outstanding Service Award" given by the Turkey Association of Authors
and Intellectual Property Owners in 1992. SGmiha Ayverdi passed away on March 22, 1993. She is
buried in the cemetery of Zeytinburnu Merkez Efendi.
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